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COVID-19 Trends

COVID-19 levels for Okaloosa plateaued during Week 21.

With the discontinuation of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE) on May 11,
2023, the Community Level has been retired, as well as the (OV/D-19 in Okaloosa County puge
of this WDSR. DOH-Okaloosa will continue to provide the COVID-19 Hospital Admission Level as in Okaloosa County
an indicator for recommended interventions in the community and the COVID-19 Community
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Florida Department of Health

Transmission Level. For more information on the recommended actions based on the current Epidemiology Section
levels, please visit the CDC COVID-19 by County webpage. For more information on data and
reporting changes, please visit the CDC website dedicated to the end of the PHE Declaration.

On April 19,2023, the (DC issued a media statement focusing on simplifying COVID- 24/7 Disease Repor"ng:

19 vaccine recommendations. Please visit the media statement for information regarding vac- 850-833-9065
cination of young children and alternatives to mRNA COVID-19 vaccines.

ILI Trends Confidential Fax:
Influenza-like illness (ILI) in Okaloosa decreased slightly for Week 21, and remains 850-833-7577

in line with the normal average for this period, although elevated (current level: 2.14%; nor-

mal average: 2.0%). okaloosaepi@flhealth.gov

Please stay vigilant, promote vaccination, and visit the weekly Florida FLU REVIEW.

Week 21 Community Transmission Level

Week 21 Hospital Admission Level

COVID-19 Hospital New Hospital Admissions per COVID-19 Community = New Cases per 100K % Positivity
Admissions Level 100K Population per Week Risk Level Population per Week per Week
19.9
PREVIOUS WEEK LEVEL: LOW PREVIOUS WEEK RISK LEVEL: MODERATE
The Community Level has been retired with HIGH =200 Low
the end of the federal COVID-19 Public Health MEDIUM 10.0-19.9

<10.0 Moderate

As a replacement, COVID-19 Hospital Admission Level will be used as an indicator for
recommended interventions in the community based on each level and individual or

Emergency (PHE). Low

community focus.

With the end of the federal COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE) on May 11,
2023, CDC no longer receives data needed to publish Community Transmission levels
for SARS-CoV-2. However, DOH-Okaloosa will continue to report local numbers.

For more information on the levels and recommended actions based on the current
level, please visit the CDC COVID-19 by County webpage.



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/end-of-phe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/s0419-covid-vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/s0419-covid-vaccines.html
https://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/influenza/index.html
mailto:okaloosaepi@flhealth.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html

Week 21: May 21 - May 27

Influenza-like Ilness (ILI) is defined as fever greater than or equal to 100°F AND cough andjor sore throat in the absence of another known cause.
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ANALYSIS: During Week 21, flu reporting partners and ESSENCE (a syndromic surveillance system) reported a decrease in ILI activity for Oka-
loosa County. The percentage of ILI ED visits in Okaloosa County decreased this week (2.75% during Week 20 to 2.14% during Week 21). Flu
partners reported 4 positive rapid flu test this week (1 Influenza A and 3 Influenza B ). There was 1 positive specimen submitted to the state lab
over the past three weeks (Influenza A HINT). There were no ILI admissions or deaths reported by flu partners this week. No outhreaks have
heen reported in the past 3 weeks. The percentage of total ILI ED visits for Week 21 is lower than that of Week 21 last year.

Note: Other respiratory syndromes can be represented by increased ILI case numbers. Data Source: ESSENCE
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324 Figure 3: Hospital ED visits meeting ILI criteria stratified by facility. Percentages calculated
Data Source: ESSENCE based on total number of ILI ED visits. (n=57). Data source: ESSENCE
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